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It  was  during  a  period  of  profound  peace,  and  when 
the  temple  of  Janus  w^as  closed,  that  the  blessed  Son  of 
God,  he  "  who  is  mighty  to  save,"  made  his  appear- 
ance in  our  world,  to  promulgate  his  mild  and  benefi- 
cent doctrines  of  "  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  towards 
mankind."  His  precepts,  though  assailed  in  every  pos- 
sible shape  by  subtle  man,  and  a  still  more  subtle  ene- 
my, have  withstood  every  attack  for  a  period  of  more 
than  eighteen  hundred  years — and,  at  present,  stands  on 
the  firmest  of  foundations — experience.  The  Gospel  is 
now  more  clearly  established  than  in  the  Apostolic  day ; 
for  then,  if  the  expression  may  be  tolerated,  it  was  an 
untried  theory — it  is  now  reduced  to  practice  by  the  un- 
erring hand  of  time,  and  its  immutable  truths  are  too 
self-evident  to  be  controverted.  In  the  course  of  its  ar- 
duous trial,  its  refulgent  rays  may  sometimes  have  been 
obscured  by  the  dark  clouds  of  bigotry  and  fanaticism— * 
yet  its  genial  light  has  nevev  been  entirely  extinguished : 
Nor  will  it  ever  be — for  the  unchanging  decrees  of  Om- 
nipotence will  have  their  accomplishment. 

The  period  in  which  we  live,  (like  that  of  our  Sa- 
viour's advent,)  is  an  interesting  one,  and  appears  to  be- 
fraught  with  blessings  to  the  whole  human  family. — 
During  the  short  time,  in  which  the  late  contending  na- 
tions of  the  earth  have  been  hushed  to  peace,  we  have 
witnessed  the  greatest  exertions  by  the  followers  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Jesus,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  bor- 
flers  of  Zion.     Without  the  aid  of  fire  aad  faggots,  or 
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the  terrific  anathemas  of  an  earthly  potentate,  (assum- 
ing delegated  powers  from  heaven,)  we  have  seen  the 
most  gigantic  measures  adopted  for  dispensing  the  Gos- 
pel, and  unfurling  the  banners  of  Emmanuel  in  every 
quarter  of  the  earth. 

Buchanan,  Carey,  and  others,  who,  in  one  part  of 
the  globe,  have  acted  as  pioneers  in  this  glorious  mis- 
sionary w  arfare  against  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  have 
made  an  irreparable  breach  in  his  domains — and  in  that 
region  too  where  he  has  so  long  remained  undisturbed 
by  the  rays  of  the  Cross.  Where  the  enemy  thought 
himself  most  invulnerable,  because  aided  by  the  preju- 
dices and  ignorance  of  his  misguided  devotees,  he  has 
been  most  successfully  assailed.  These  veteran  sol- 
diers of  the  Cross,  with  no  other  argument  than  the 
Bible,  and  no  other  weapon  than  the  Sword  of  the  Spi- 
rit, have  carried  terror  and  dismay  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  enemy's  country  in  tlie  East ;  and  have  enlisted 
hundreds  of  their  fellow  mortals,  of  India,  in  the  cause 
of  Christ — w^ho  nobly  determine,  in  the  strength  of  the 
Lord,  to  win  the  prize  of  salvation  for  themselves  and 
their  deluded  countrymen,  or  perish  in  the  attempt — 
knowing  that  those  who  have  power  to  destroy  the  body 
cannot  harm  the  soul.  Their  daring  example  has  in- 
duced others,  in  our  own  country,  to  imitate  them,  and 
renounce  all  earthly  ties  and  endearments  that  the} 
may  enter  the  lists  against  the  arch-enemy  of  the  hu- 
man race. 

This  noble  contest  is  not  confined  to  that  sex,  who, 
from  their  nature,  are  born  to  hardships  and  inured  to 
stem  the  torrents  of  adversity.  No — we  have  seen  those, 
who,  on  ordinary  occasions,  shrink  from  the  performance 
of  masculine  duties,  boldly  advance  to  the  regions  of  in- 
fidelity ;  and,  (with  Providence  for  their  protector  and 


Christ  for  their  portion)  determine  to  contribute  their 
services  towards  the  attainment  of  that  end,  which  should 
ever  be  the  polar  star  of  Christians  in  life,  that  it  may 
be  their  crown  of  glory  in  eternity. 

Yes — we  have  beheld  that  sex,  who  beautify  all  tho 
tender  charities  of  life,  and  who  are  endeared  to  us  by 
all  the  lively  sensibilities  of  their  nature,  forsake  father 
and  mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  the  companions  of  their 
infancy,  and  the  green  hills  of  their  ancestors,  for  a  pes- 
tilential land  of  strangers,  and  w  here  death  awaits  them 
at  almost  every  step.  And  for  what  ?  Not  for  ease 
and  comfort — for  these  they  leave  behind.  Not  for  ag- 
grandizement— for  that  they  renounce.  Not  to  bind 
the  civic  crown  around  the  brow  of  their  companions, 
and  to  share  w  ith  them  in  the  cruel  spoiler's  fame — for 
they  go  forth  proclaiming  peace  and  good  will  towards 
all  mankind.  Thev  2fo  to  enter  the  abodes  of  wretch- 
edness  and  misery — to  tell  superstitious  idolaters  of 
their  deplorable  state  as  lost  sinners — and  to  point  to 
them  the  way  of  salvation  and  eternal  life.  Biay  the 
God  of  mercy  prosper  them. 

In  this  enviable  conflict,  for  so  let  me  call  it,  we  have 
seen  a  pious  Newell,  gradually  sinking  under  the  in- 
firmity of  her  nature,  while  her  soul  continued  devoted 
to  tlie  cause,  until  it  winged  its  flight  to  the  bosom  of 
its  Redeemer — bequeathing  her  prayers,  (an  inestimable 
legacy,)  to  her  friends,  to  persevere  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord  in  which  they  had  so  zealously  engaged. 

More  recently  we  have  beheld  an  amiable  Judson, 
(wdiose  delicate  frame  appears  to  be  fast  wasthig  away 
under  the  poisonous  influence  of  an  Eastern  climate,) 
animating  her  husband,  and  their  companions  in  tribu- 
lation, to  be  firm  and  steadfast  in  the  righteous  cause  of 
Truth,  determining  herself  to  share  with  them  in  all  the 


trials  and  vicissitudes  incident  to  their  peculiar  situation. 
Though  recent  advices  indicate  the  danger  of  their  be- 
ing compelled  (in  imitation  of  the  primitive  Christians) 
to  flee  from  one  city  to  another,  let  us  cherish  the  fond 
hope,  that  they  will,  as  they  flee,  leave  the  seeds  of 
grace  behind — which  may  take  deep  root,  and  soon 
ripen  into  maturity,  that  the  whole  of  India  may  luxu- 
riate with  the  rich  fruits  of  the  Gospel. 

While,  however,  w^e  cheerfully  bid  them  "  God 
speedy''"'  we  humbly  ask  to  be  heard  in  behalf  of  our 
own  countrymen.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  candidly  con- 
fessed, that  since  the  establishment  of  foreign  missions 
much  more  has  been  done  at  home  than  previous  to  that 
auspicious  event.  No  rivalship  is  courted,  because  both 
causes  (if  they  are,  indeed,  distinct)  Avould  be  injured  by 
it.  The  mind  of  the  Christian  and  philanthropist  is  too 
expansive  to  be  confined  to  the  narrow  bounds  of  self 
and  home.  It  is  true,  in  his  own  domestic  circle,  he 
looks  for  whatever  degree  of  earthly  happiness  Provi- 
dence may  award  him ;  but  when  he  surveys  the  widely 
extended  hemisphere,  he  must  be  anxious  for  the  period 
when  the  nations  of  the  world  shall  be  influenced  by 
one  common  sentiment,  and  when  it  may  be  proclaimed 
that  Christ  is  King  on  earth,  as  he  is  now  King  of  saints. 
Nor  will  he  remain  satisfied  without  exerting  himself 
to  obtain  this  desirable  end.  Without  detracting  from 
one  measure,  ample  means  may  be  found  for  the  other, 
and  both  be  benefitted.  For  the  grace  of  God  is  like 
the  mid-day  sun,  millions  may,  at  the  same  moment, 
be  illuminated  by  its  resplendent  rays,  without  diminish- 
ing from  the  great  source  of  light.  He  can  illumine 
Asia,  Africa,  Europe  and  America,  with  the  sunbeams 
of  his  grace,  without  injury  to  his  own  glory,  or  dither 
quarter  of  the  globe. 


!n  our  own  country,  the  greatest  exertions  have  been 
made  for  evangelizmg  its  natives.  One  leading  mea- 
sure is  that  of  Sabbath  Schools ;  and,  perhaps,  the  most 
important  one  since  the  commencement  of  the  Christian 
era.  It  is  storing  the  juvenile  mind  with  information 
of  the  most  lasting  importance,  which  may,  under  the 
blessing  of  heaven,  prepare  its  recipients  for  encounter- 
ing the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of  this  changing  world, 
and  fit  them  for  mansions  of  bliss  when  their  earthl}"^ 
pilgrimages  are  completed.  There  may  be  instances  in 
which  this  instruction  is  entirely  lost ;  while  there  are 
numerous  cases,  in  which  it  may  appear,  for  a  long  time, 
to  be  almost  extinguished,  but  which  frequently  shews 
itself  at  a  moment  least  expected.  The  warning  voice 
of  the  pious  teacher  will  often  sound  in  the  ears  of  his 
pupil,  after  years  of  dissipation,  and  induce  him  to  seek 
that  grace  w  hich  he  has  too  long  neglected.  The  les- 
sons of  piety,  inculcated  in  early  youth,  by  the  sedu- 
lous care  of  a  devout  saint,  have  been  known  to  reach 
the  heart  of  the  recipient  amid  the  clangour  of  arms  and 
the  vices  of  a  camp,  even  long  after  that  saint  had  slum- 
bered in  the  tomb,  and  the  object  of  that  care  had  rush- 
ed into  all  the  extremes  of  folly  and  error.  But  it  is  a 
lamentable  fact,  that  this  species  of  instruction,  so  de- 
sirable to  all,  is  now  debarred,  (from  a  mistaken  policy) 
one  class  of  our  population.  Let  us,  however,  charita- 
bly hope,  that  this  unchristian  restriction  will  speedily 
be  removed  ;  and  that  all,  who  have  immortal  souls  to 
be  saved,  will  be  privileged  to  receive  that  information 
which  may  make  them  "wise  unto  salvation."'  The 
wisdom  of  the  Bible  never  did  (nor  never  will)  make 
mankind  worse  ;  but  is  designed  to  make  them  better. 
Its  whole  precepts  are  those  of  strict  subordination, 
rigid  honesty,  gtera  integrity  and  faithfulness  in  that 
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station  (however  humble)  in  which  Providence  has  cast 
our  lots. 

One  other  great  measure,  for  evangelizing  this  coun- 
try, is  that  of  Domestic  Missions ;  to  which  your  atten- 
tion is  particularly  solicited  this  evening.  The  super- 
ficial observer  may  not,  at  first,  see  the  necessity  of 
these,  but  those  who  are  more  minutely  acquainted  with 
the  deplorable  want  of  faithful  labourers  in  the  vine- 
yard, will,  at  once,  see  their  importance,  and  be  anxious 
for  their  accomplishment. 

In  South  Carolina,  domestic  missions  are  highly  ne- 
cessary. Whole  Districts,  in  many  parts  of  the  State, 
are  entirely  destitute  of  a  preached  Gospel ;  while  others 
are  very  precariously  supplied ;  and,  in  some  places, 
where  congregations  are  established,  they  have  only 
statedly  preaching  once  a  month.  A  thin  and  penu- 
rious population,  dispersed  over  a  wide  extent  of  coun- 
try, frequently  prevents  the  employment  of  ministers ; 
while,  in  too  many  instances,  want  of  inclination  is  the 
principal  cause  of  neglect.  And  there  are  some,  who, 
from  mistaken  views,  are  entirely  averse  to  allowing  any 
stipulated  support  to  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  forgetting 
that  the  "  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire." 

These  fatal  causes  aid  powerfully  the  Prince  of  Dark- 
ness, and  prevent  the  diffusion  of  evangelical  light.  To 
counteract  them  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  carry  to 
them  the  Gospel ; — it  is  the  imperious  duty  of  Christians 
to  sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  that  they  may  be  aroused 
from  their  sinful  lethargy,  ere  they  sink  into  the  grave 
in  their  ignorance  and  folly,  and  are  summoned  before 
the  bar  of  an  incensed  God. 

This  is  one  great  object  of  the  Young  Men's  Mission- 
ary Society  of  South  Carolina.  A  wide  field  of  useful- 
ness is  open  in  our  own  State,  which  they  endeavour 
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partly  to  occupy,  having  already  employed  one  mission- 
ary, who  is  now  itinerating  in  the  interior  ;  and  it  is 
ardently  wished  that  its  funds  may  be  so  far  increased 
as  to  add  considerably  to  its  number  of  faithful  mission- 
aries. 

Indeed,  the  neglected  situation  of  a  large  portion  of 
our  citizens,  their  dreadftd  apathy  and  deplorable  igno- 
rance of  the  way  of  salvation,  calls  aloud  for  the  most 
zealous  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  Zion,  that 
they  may  be  aroused  from  their  alarming  supineness,  and 
be  put  in  possession  of  the  means  of  Grace.  To  prove 
this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  a  few  undeniable  truths; 
though  this  is  to  be  done  with  prudence  and  caution — 
for  errors  of  this  nature,  as  has  been  remarked  by  a  dis- 
tinguished individual,  on  another  occasion,  "  produce 
mistake  abroad  and  irritation  at  home." 

A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  our  present  mis- 
sionary, states  that  Edgefield  District,  (the  field  of  his 
labours,)  is  fifty  miles  square,  with  a  population  of 
30,000  souls ;  and  has  only  six  Baptist  and  one  Me- 
thodist preacher  to  supply  the  whole.  Consequently, 
even  in  those  places  where  there  are  churches  erected, 
Divine  Service  is  performed  but  once  a  month. 

The  Rev.  Messrs.  Wheeler  and  B  as  com,  two  other 
missionaries,  employed  by  the  Congregational  Society^ 
have  given  a  more  detailed  view  of  distressing  facts 
respecting  the  neglected  condition  of  our  State.  From 
their  report,  it  appears,  that  "  in  Pendleton  District, 
there  is  but  one  Presbyterian  minister ;  in  Union,  one ; 
in  Laurens  and  Newberry,  four  ;  in  Chester,  Darling- 
ton, Marion  and  Marlborough,  one — and  only  half  of 
his  services  performed  within  those  limits ;  in  Edge- 
field, Lexington,  Orangeburgh  and  Barnwell,  there  is  not 
one  Presbyterian,  Congregational  or  Episcopal  minis- 
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ter  ''  The  population  of  these  Districts  is  cstimcited  at 
230,000  souls.  The  Baptist  and  Methodist  preach- 
ers are  not  enumerated  :  they  are  not,  however,  nume- 
rous— and  do  not,  probahly,  supply  more  than  30,000 
of  this  immense  population — leaving,  at  least,  200,000 
souls  entirely  destitute  of  a  preached  Gospel  in  that  por- 
tion of  South-Carolina  just  enumerated ;  and  wc  might, 
we  believe,  still  enhance  this  formidable  number,  and 
yet  (incredible  as  it  may  appear)  be  on  the  side  of  truth. 
Hitherto  the  Baptists  and  Methodists,  (who  do  not  in- 
sist on  a  regular  education  as  an  essential  qualification 
for  the  ministry,)  have  done  much,  and  nearly  all  that 
has  been  done,  towards  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
interior  of  South-Carolina. 

These  simple  facts  prove  more  clearly  than  volumes 
of  elaborate  reasoning,  the  necessity  of  missionary  la- 
bours. Like  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  our  fellow  be- 
ings are  ever  liable  to  be  led  astray  by  the  enemy  of  the 
sheepfold  of  Christ.  Shall  we,  then,  thus  view  them 
perishing  for  lack  of  knowledge,  without  one  attempt  to 
rescue  them  ?  Shall  we  see  them  enclouded  by  worse 
than  Egyptian  darkness,  without  a  solitary  endeavour 
to  disperse  the  clouds  and  remove  their  blindness  ?  I 
hope  not.  Perhaps  we  may  find,  in  the  recesses  of  their 
forests,  some  aged  Simeon,  "  waiting  for  the  consola- 
tion of  Israel,"  and  whose  last  days  may  be  blessed 
by  the  rays  of  that  Gospel  which  "  is  a  light  to  lighten 
the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  God's  people  Israel."  We 
may  find  some  pious  Anna,  "  serving  God  with  fastings 
and  prayers,  night  and  day,"  who  may  yet  rejoice  at 
the  prospect  of  redemption  being  preached  in  the  land 
of  barrenness  which  she  inhabits.  Our  humble  exer- 
tions may  be  of  incalculable  service  ;  and  may,  at  least, 
make  smooth  the  rugged  path  of  life  to  some  agonized 
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j^ul  bereft  of  all  the  comforts  of  this  evanescent  World, 
Some  widowed  mother  may  bless  our  feeble  endeavours 
to  bestow  upon  her  heavenly  treasures  in  the  room  of 
earthly  comforts  she  may  have  lost.  Some  hardened 
reprobate  may  have  his  heart  softened,  and  be  enabled 
to  look  to  Him,  by  an  eye  of  faith,  who  was  bruised 
for  his  iniquities  and  pierced  for  his  transgressions,  and 
be  induced  to  devote  the  remnant  of  his  days  to  the  ser- 
vice of  his  God.  Some  thoughtless  unreflecting  youth, 
sporting  on  the  brink  of  endless  woe,  may  be  persuaded 
to  ponder  and  reflect — and,  in  the  morning  of  his  days, 
while  the  heart  is  yet  susceptible  and  tender,  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  forsake  the  vanities  of  this  life  for  the  cross 
of  Christ. 

Such  pleasing  anticipations  are  not  visionary: — for 
as  much  success,  as  could  be  expected,  has  attended  the 
efforts  of  our  missionary.  Tolerable  congregations,  he 
informs  us,  have  waited  on  his  labours  of  love  among 
the  people  he  is  with  :  especially  at  the  Court-House^ 
where,  in  the  evenings,  he  preaches  to  the  blacks,  whose 
owners  are  well  pleased  with  the  arrangement.  This 
is  certainly  a  very  ^reat  point,  w  hen  we  consider  the 
repugnance  of  too  many  masters  to  their  slaves  receiv- 
ing the  Gospel.  Let  us  hope  that  the  good  conduct  of 
those  who  are  thus  privileged,  will  be  an  indticement  to 
the  owners  of  others  to  relinquish  their  opposition  to 
their  own  true  interest,  as  the  religion  of  the  Bible  is 
certainly  calculated  to  make  their  servants  more  dili- 
sent  and  faithful. 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  inapplicable  to  mention  a  circum- 
stance, which  took  place,  a  few  years  since,  in  an  adja- 
cent State.  A  minister,  having  settled  in  a  neighbour- 
hood, found  the  masters  generally  averse  to  their  ser- 
vants joining  his  church.     A  few,  however,  gave  a  re- 
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luctant  assent.  The  slaves,  thus  admitted,  were  divided 
into  classes  often,  and  one  of  known  piety  and  integrity 
placed  at  their  head,  whose  principal  province,  during 
the  week,  was  to  superintend  his  class,  watch  their 
movements,  inquire  into  their  conduct,  and  detect  what- 
ever mal-practices  might  be  committed,  either  against 
their  masters  or  their  fellow  servants.  This  arrange- 
ment, (which  could  not  fail  to  include  the  conduct  of 
the  non-professors  as  well  as  the  professors)  brought 
the  whole  internal  concerns  of  the  plantations  before 
the  minister  ;  who,  every  Sabbath,  after  Service,  care- 
fully examined  the  heads  of  the  different  classes  ;  and 
it  not  unfrequently  happened,  that  the  first  intimation  a 
master  had  of  his  being  plundered,  was  the  restoration 
of  his  property,  through  the  vigilance  of  the  pastor,  his 
leaders  and  their  classes.  Earthly  policy  has  a  power- 
ful influence  on  human  actions ; — in  this  case  it  was 
instantaneous.  All  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  mas- 
ters at  once  ceased,  and  each  was  willing  that  his  ser- 
vants should  embrace  the  Gospel.  Let  a  similar  course 
be  pursued  by  those  who  are  placed  at  the  head  of 
churches,  and,  I  am  persuaded,  the  effects  will  be  simi- 
lar ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  it  does  not  violate  any 
precepts  of  our  Lord  and  Master. 

But  there  is  another  class  of  the  population  of  South- 
Carolina,  that  has  pressing  and  urgent  claims  on  Chris- 
tian charity  and  benevolence.  I  mean  the  original 
lords  of  the  soil — who  have  been  robbed  of  all  the  rights 
of  the  forests,  without  receiving  the  benefits  of  civili- 
zation, unless  its  most  detestable  vices,  (inculcated  br 
the  wily  trader,)  are  considered  as  benefits.  Sophistry 
may  easily  prove  the  right  to  disinherit,  and  expediency 
may  now  enforce  that  right.  To  keep  alive  our  ani- 
mosities, we  may  be  told  of  Indian  perfidy  and  cruelty 
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to  white  men ;  but  let  us  remember  that  the  Indians 
have  no  historians — if  they  had,  they  might  give  a  very 
different  account  of  transactions  which  now  stand  re- 
corded against  them.  But  whether  they  are  guihy  or 
innocent,  and  whether  they  have  suffered  justly  or  un- 
justly, it  is  equally  our  obligation  to  endeavour  to  re- 
claim them  from  their  present  vicious  practices.  Their 
prejudices  against  Christianity  and  civilization  are  now 
rapidly  passing  away  ;  and  it  is  our  imperious  duty  to 
put  them  in  the  way  of  acquiring  these  great  blessings, 
as  the  only  reparation  we  can  make.  They  may  then 
receive  a  rich  inheritance  in  heaven,  which  will  more 
than  compensate  them  for  all  their  losses. 

It  is  true,  we  can,  of  ourselves,  do  nothing — ^but  the 
whole  promises  of  God  encourage  us  to  hope  for  a  bles- 
sing while  in  the  performance  of  duty  ;  and  there  can 
be  no  duty  more  important  than  tJiat  of  dispensing  the 
Gospel.  Under  the  influences  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  our 
feeble  exertions  may  be  owned  of  God ;  and  he  may 
bestow  upon  us,  as  the  best  token  of  his  approbation, 
Children  of  Grace.  Should  this  be  the  case,  we  may 
say,  with  a  pride  more  exulting  than  the  Roman  ma- 
tron, when  she  pointed  to  her  lovely  offspring,  "  these 
are,  indeed,  our  ornaments,'^'' 

We  have  every  consideration  of  justice,  love  and 
mercy  to  urge  us  on.  It  has  been  wisely  said,  if  there 
was  but  one  unregenerate  individual  in  the  world,  and 
the  remainder  were  all  heirs  of  grace,  it  would  be  worth 
their  whole  united  and  undivided  exertions  to  endea- 
vour to  reclaim  that  one  solitary  soul  from  the  thral- 
dom of  Satan.  With  this  undeniable  truth  before  our 
eyes,  and  while  there  are  thousands  of  unregenerate 
souls  around  us,  can  we,  by  remaining  idle  in  the  cause 
of  Christ,  retire  to  our  closets  with  the  conviction  that 
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we  have  performed  our  duty  ?  Can  We  quietly  fold 
up  our  arms,  and  say  that  we  have  done  all  that  is 
required  of  us  by  God  and  man  ?  I  am  persuaded  we 
cannot. 

The  avenging  arm  of  Divine  Justice  is  uplifted  against 
the  violaters  of  his  holy  law.  Before  it  falls  forever, 
and  hurls  its  victims  to  the  tomb,  let  us  use  our  best 
endeavours  to  reclaim  them  from  the  curse  of  the  law, 
by  guiding  them  to  an  agonized  Saviour — that  Lamb  of 
God  "  that  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world."  Let 
us  send  them  the  messengers  of  peace,  that  they  may, 
at  least,  have  an  opportunity  of  preferring  the  olive 
branch.  Let  them  know  too,  that  there  is  a  teaching 
w  hich  we  cannot  give,  and  which  they  cannot  of  them- 
selves merit,  but  which  they  must  receive  or  perish  : — 
then  they  may  be  induced  to  apply,  with  broken  spirits 
and  contrite  hearts,  to  a  merciful  God,  who  has  never 
tiu'ned  one  repentant  sinner  away — they  may  receive 
pardon  and  remission  of  their  errors,  and  become  orna- 
ments of  the  sacred  religion  of  Jesus.  And,  "  as  a  little 
leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lum.p,"  they  may,  in  their 
turn,  carry  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  their  neigh- 
bours, blessing  the  means  w  hich  were  used  to  reclaim 
them  from  the  power  of  sin.  Thus  may  the  grace  of 
God,  through  our  instrumentality,  take  deep  root,  and 
run  from  heart  to  heart,  and  house  to  house,  till  the 
w  hole  country  is  blessed  with  the  gracious  fruits  of  the 
Gospel. 

How  different  w^ould  then  be  the  aspect  of  our  State. 
Instead  of  seeing  so  many  of  our  thoughtless  youth  en- 
gaged in  open  violations  of  the  Lord's  holy  Sabbath 
Day,  we  should  see  pious  hearts  assembling  at  the' 
Sanctuary,  to  offer  up  their  morning  and  evening  sacri- 
fices to  the  Lord  of  Sabbaoth.     Instead  of  tongues  be^ 
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ing  engaged  in  profaning  the  sacred  name  of  Jehovah, 
they  would  be  employed  in  chanting  his  praises,  and 
calling  upon  him  in  prayer  and  in  supplication.  Our 
ale-houses,  dram-shops  and  taverns  would  be  empty, 
and  our  temples  be  filled — and  new  altars  would  be 
erected  on  the  ruins  of  the  sign-post. 

Before  all  this  can  be  done,  we  have  much  to  encoun- 
ter— many  difficulties  to  overcome.  But  shall  obsta- 
cles in  the  ^V^y  prevent  us  from  making  one  solitary 
exertion  to  reclaim  the  degenerate  sons  and  daughters 
of  apostate  parents  from  the  iron  yoke  of  bondage  ? — 
Will  this  be  rendering  an  account  of  our  stewardship  ? 
It  will  not.  We  are  bound  by  every  hope  of  happiness 
hereafter — by  every  tie  of  sympathy — by  every  induce- 
ment which  can  possibly  animate  the  human  heart — to 
be  up  and  doing.  The  greatest  saint  that  ever  lived, 
never  regretted  the  exertions  which  he  used  for  propa- 
gating the  Gospel — while  millions,  on  a  dying  bed, 
have  lamented  that  they  have  done  so  little. 

Deep  are  the  inroads  of  sin  : — let  our  zeal  and  acti- 
vity be  commensurate  with  the  evil,  and  great  radical 
good  may  be  the  pleasing  result.  Should  we,  however, 
use  our  best  endeavours,  and  be  eventully  unsuccessful, 
we  shall,  at  all  events,  have  the  gratifying  reflection 
that  we  have  performed  our  duty.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  mortals  to  command  success — we  may  do 
more — deserve  it : — and  leave  the  issue  to  Him  "  who 
rides  in  the  whirlwind  and  directs  the  storm." 

I  have  thus,  my  dear  friends,  feebly  endeavoured  to 
perform  a  duty  imposed  upon  me  by  your  partiality. 
In  this  novel  situation,  I  am  sure  you  have  sympathized 
with  me,  and  pardoned  my  weakness.  But,  if  you 
have  come  out  this  evening  with  minds  properly  im- 
pressed with  the  great  object  of  this  institution,  you 
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have  looked  more  to  the  object  than  the  humble  organ 
of  yom*  sentiments ;  and,  however  deficient  he  may 
have  been,  it  will  not  have  the  tendency  of  making  you 
relax  in  your  exertions  to  relieve  the  destitute  of  our 
State.  On  the  contrary,  you  will  enter  on  the  work, 
on  this  your  anniversary,  with  renewed  vigour,  and 
with  a  pious  determination  to  carry  it  on  until  its  ob- 
jects are  accomplished. 

The  non-essential  differences,  which  exist  among  us, 
will  not  prevent  unity  of  action  ; — they  may  divide  us 
in  some  of  the  minor  walks  of  Christian  life,  but  in  the 
great  concerns  of  "  doing  good  and  loving  mercy,"  we 
can  cordially  unite.  While  we  mourn  the  slightest  dif- 
ference of  opinion  between  Christian  professors,  let  us 
return  our  unfeigned  thanks  to  the  Author  of  all  Good 
for  the  reciprocity  which  does  exist ;  and  look  forward 
to  that  period  when  the  children  of  Christ  shall  be  united 
forever,  with  the  souls  of  the  just  made  perfect,  through 
his  atoning  blood  ; — when  our  trials,  our  woes  and  our 
labours  shall  be  ended  ; — and  when  he,  who  is  our  Re- 
deemer, shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  our  eyes,  and 
bid  us  an  eternal  welcome  to  the  never-fading  joys  of 
heaven — where'all  sectarian  lines  and  distinctions  will 
be  washed  away  in  the  efficacious  blood  of  the  Lamb 
of  God. 


